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Ready or not – here I come! 

 
For God says, 

‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 
and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 
2 Corinthians 6:2 

 
This has been a strange month for me.  I am swinging between extremes of Christmas calm and Christmas 
joy and Christmas panic this December.  I always feel like Christmas sneaks up on me a bit, but this year, it’s 
insane.  I was strolling along, having a lovely November, and then I had a wonderful Thanksgiving with 
family and friends and then bam!  Christmas preparations hit me like a ton of bricks.  My house looks like 
there was an explosion in a Christmas decoration store.  My tree is half decorated.  We are seriously 
considering putting a Santa hat on the fall scarecrow in our yard and calling that our outdoor Christmas 
decoration this year.  We have a Christmas wreath on our front door and corn stalks on our front porch as 
well as some mums that had already died before Thanksgiving.  To say that I wasn’t ready for this is a huge 
understatement.   

Perhaps some of you feel the same way, like Christmas came out of the blue.  I don’t know why I feel like 
this, almost every year and worse this year; like I’m not ready, like I didn’t see it coming. It’s not like 
Christmas isn’t the same date every year.   

But regardless of how I feel about it, ready or not, here it comes.  And here’s the thing.  It’s not that I’m not 
ready for Christmas.  It’s that I’m not ready to celebrate Christmas.  There’s a huge difference.  Christmas is 
the good news that at an acceptable time, in God’s own timing, Jesus Christ, came to be with us, to live a life 
like ours, to know and to share our joys and our sorrows, our struggles and our triumphs.  Christmas is 
Emmanuel, God with us, in the good times and in the bad. The Christmas calm and Christmas peace that I’m 
experiencing comes from that good news. I’m always ready for that!  The fact is that there’s absolutely 
nothing that I have to do to make Christmas happen.  Christmas is God’s presence and God’s gift.  I know 
that if I let myself, I will feel it; the joy that comes from knowing that God has not left us to struggle on our 
own and the peace that comes from knowing that God is bringing salvation, to us, to our neighbors, to our 
struggling planet, to all things and to all people.   

So, Christmas is coming.  And I don’t know what my domestic Christmas celebration is going to look like.  
Keep your eyes peeled when you drive down Gardner Road, for a scarecrow in a Santa hat.  Or maybe we’ll 
do better than that.  The part of the Christmas celebration that is left in my fragile, fallible human hands 
could go either way.  But the part of Christmas that we gather here to celebrate when we worship, the part 
that makes us sing, “Joy to the world!”, the part that God holds, the part that is God’s gift to us, will be just 
fine.  No amount of preparation or lack of preparation can change the good news that we celebrate at 
Christmas.  Our God is Emmanuel!  So, one way or another, I hope and trust that we will all have a glorious 
and deeply joyful Christmas, that comes from the presence of God with us!   

In Christ,  
Pastor Amanda
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Prayer Concerns List 

Bernie Byrnes Sheila Martin 

Pat Sheek The Dimpel Family 
Kathleen Fabio Terri Loomis 
Susan Tomasello Tony Nikolassy 
Jody Gebhardt Patrick Donovan 
Ann-Marie Litcof Paul Crisafulli 
Jovanni Sanchez-Colon Lyndsay Boysen 
John A. Grant Caroline Kiley  
Pr. Diane Rainson Jack Gradijan 
Christine Howard Emma White 
Dale Roth Sara Williams 
Gordon Sheek Rebecca Sol 
Pat Goodman Liz Easton 
George Haras  

  

Remembering Our Shut-ins 

Eleanor Bjornson + Richard Spencer 

 

Thank You Notes 

Emmanuel Women’s Retreat Thanks 

Many thanks go out to Susan Lawson, Lynne 
Krock, Peg Flood and Lorraine Lynch, for putting 
together yet another exceptional Women’s 
Retreat. Gayle Kerr serving once again as our 
Spiritual Leader, guided us through this year’s 
theme: Listening as a Spiritual Gift. 

This was my first year attending the weekend 
retreat, and I must say, it was an absolute delight! 

We gathered together, laughed, cried, told stories 
and learned to really listen to each other. This 
weekend taught us that the best way to help 
someone sometimes, is not always giving advice, 
it’s simply letting them tell their story. 

Thanks to all my fellow retreater for their input, 
patience and compassion. It made this weekend a 
most memorable experience for me. 

Blessings to all, 
Leslie Daskam   

 

Dear friends at Emmanuel, 

Thank you very much for the Thanksgiving 
Basket. It is a true joy! The notes from the Sunday 
school children are a treasure and do cheer me 
up. Thank you all for your support and your 
prayers. 

Bernie Byrnes 

When Taking Flowers after Service… 

The Altar Guild is requesting that anyone who is 
taking the altar flowers home to please ask a 
member of the Altar Guild to take the vase from 
the altar.  The vase is only brass plated and must 
only be touched with gloved hands or it develops 
black fingerprints.  It must be cleaned very gently 
and rarely so the plating doesn’t wear off.  If you 
have any questions or suggestions, please let us 
know. 

Thank you. 
Arlene Cegelis 

 

Longest Night /Blue Christmas Service 

Advent and Christmas can be a difficult time for 
many, especially those who have lost loved ones, 
those who struggle with depression or anxiety, or 
who have experienced significant traumas.  The 
Longest Night worship service at the First 
Congregational Church in Norwood will be a time 
to pray for the healing and light of Christ to enter 
into the places of struggle and sorrow.  We will 
light candles and offer prayers.  We will support 
one another as people on the journey of life and 
faith, and for whom this season brings tears as 
well as wonder.   

Please consider joining in this ecumenical 
worship service on Wednesday, December 
19th at 7 pm at First Congregational’s Warner 
Chapel (100 Winter Street, Norwood).  We look 
forward to the participation of members from a 
number of Norwood churches and from members 
of the wider community seeking the peace and 
light of Christ during challenging days. 
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Alumni Choir – Here !   

The Norwood Alumni Choir annual Christmas 
concert will be here once again Monday evening, 
December 23rd at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Women’s Fall Retreat 

On November 8th, 9th, and 10th, another 
successful retreat was held by the women of 
Emmanuel. This was due to the fact that we were 
blessed with a wonderful retreat leader and 
wonderful participants. The venue - Chapel in the 
Pines - well suited our needs. The weather 
cooperated and thanks to two long time members 
of our retreat group who generously opened their 
Cape homes to us, our accommodations couldn’t 
have been better. 
 
On behalf of all of us, I want to offer our thanks to 
Gayle Kerr for leading us through such a 
meaningful and relevant retreat. As always, she 
created a safe haven for all to share in and to 
really listen to old and new friends...and we thank 
her for that. We are so blessed to have Gayle as a 
friend and as our long time Spiritual Director. 
 
Next, I want to offer our immense gratitude to 
Susan Lawson and Peg Flood for opening their 
Cape homes to all of us to help keep expenses 
down. We also thank Lorraine Lynch and the two 
of them for all the behind the scenes work the 
three of you did to make this retreat a reality. 
Whether it was making announcements in 
church, collecting money, lining up a restaurant 
for Friday night, booking The Chapel in the Pines, 
ordering and picking up Saturday’s sandwiches, 
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
 
Finally, thank you to all of you who came and 
participated and made this the wonderful retreat 
that it was. To our “first timers,” we’re so glad you 
joined us. Us being...Joan Carlson, Kris Tempinski, 
Linda Morse, Sheryl Nikolassy, Janice McHugh, 
Lisa Silletti, Lorraine Lynch, Sue Lawson, Peg 
Flood, and myself. Leslie Daskam, Sandra 
Johnson, and Caryl Ott, we hope you’ll come again.  
 

After church on Sunday morning, everyone got 
home safe and sound. Linda and I had a wonderful 
visit with Ingrid Bamber (Peggy’s 99 year old 
mother, a long time Emmanuel member now 
living on the Cape.) She was in great form and it 
was a wonderful way to end our time on the Cape. 
 
Watch for information to come about a One Day 
Retreat led by Gayle in late April in Walpole. We 
hope even more of you will be able to attend 
since it’ll be local. 
 
Here’s hoping you’ll have a Merry Christmas 
with your loved ones and the whole world will 
find peace in the New Year. 
 
Love and Blessings, 
Lynne Krock 
 
 

January Congregational 
Meeting – January 26th 
at 9:45 am in Kask Hall   
please plan to attend. 

 
 

Snow Cancellation Policy 

I can always get to church, but 
there are times when it is not safe 
or community minded for other 
people to venture out to come to 
worship.   

The reality is that the church of Jesus Christ can 
never be closed.  As long as the people of God 
engage in prayer for their neighbors, especially 
those who are put at risk because of dangerous 
weather, the work and worship of the church goes 
forward.  But, there are times when worship 
services can and should be cancelled. 

This might not come up this coming winter (we 
can only hope), but if it looks like a storm is 
coming that will bring significant snow or other 
seriously dangerous weather to our area, then 
worship at Emmanuel will be cancelled.   

I will let people know about a cancellation, by 
changing the phone message at church, sending 
out a mass e-mail, putting it on Facebook, and 
putting it on local TV stations.  If you hear the 



~ 4 ~ 

 

words, “Blizzard expected Saturday into Sunday 
morning” next winter, chances are good that 
worship at Emmanuel will be cancelled!   

 Pastor Amanda 

Help Needed 

 Saturday, January 11th at 10 am to take 
down the Christmas tree and decorations 
in the sanctuary.  We especially need a 
couple of tall people able to climb a 
ladder to remove the top of our 

beautiful tree.   

 

Altar Flowers For 2020 

The 2020 Altar Flower Chart will SOON be posted 
in the Narthex.  To sponsor a Sunday, please sign 
your name and phone number. Our Flower 
Coordinator, Helen Bonaceto, will contact your 
regarding the dedication and payment. We 
appreciate all those who help to adorn the 
sanctuary on Sundays with fresh flowers. 
 

Offering Envelopes 

2020 Offering Envelopes are ready for pickup. 
You can find them in the hallway outside and 
across from the pastor’s office.   

 

Reminder - In order to count financial gifts and 
pledges towards 2019 for both purposes of 
fulfilling pledges and receiving recognition from 
Emmanuel for tax purposes, all gifts, pledges and 
monies must be received in the church office by 
Sunday December 29, 2019 in order to be 
counted for 2019. Thank you for your continued 
financial support of Emmanuel! 

 

 

Ephiphany Celebration!!! 

On Sunday, January 5th 10:00-11:00 a.m. you are 
all invited to a special coffee hour Epiphany 
Celebration.  There will be 
a piñata, a three kings cake, 
and a procession to bless 
our church home.  Come 
and celebrate the Epiphany 
of our Lord with joy!   

 

Godparenting Sunday 

On Sunday, January 12th, when we will 
remember the Baptism of Our Lord in worship, 
we will also be celebrating the ministry of 
Godparenting at both services.  If you have a 
Godparent or Godchild and they live nearby, you 
are encouraged to invite them to worship with 
you.  If your Godparents or Godchild live far away, 
there will be cards available that you can send to 
them to them to let you know that you are 
thinking about them.   
 

Christmas Services at 
Emmanuel 

 

Christmas Eve – Dec. 24 
5 p.m.  Word and Sacrament  

with focus on children & families 
 

9:00 p.m.  Traditional Word 
and Sacrament,  

candlelight service 
 

Christmas Day – Dec.25 
10 a.m.  Family Worship 

 

Sunday – Dec. 29 
10 a.m.  Service of Lessons & 

Carols 
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